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OCN Level 2: Community Drugs Awareness

Dear 
Thank you for enquiring about this course.  

The training will begin on Tuesday 29th April 2008 in Positive Steps Learning Centre, 2C Park Avenue, Cookstown (Tel: 028 8676 1020) from 10.00 am – 1.00 pm.

This course will be run over 10 consecutive Tuesdays starting 29th April till 1st July 2008.  To be able to qualify for the OCN qualification you need to attend at least 80% of the training (8 weeks).  We do realise however that you may need to be absent e.g. for illness or holiday, and if you could let your tutor know, in advance, that would be really helpful.

There is NO NEED to have any prior knowledge about drugs and the drug field to attend this course.  All we ask is that you come along prepared to take part, have a go and get involved.  The course itself will be run in a very participative way with lots of discussion, games, quizzes, research etc.  It’s designed to be a lot of fun, as well as informative and challenging.  

We will try hard to start and finish on time for each session and so it is important that you arrive in time to start at 10.00am or let us know that you will be late.  Tea and coffee will be provided during the break.  You don’t need to bring anything to the course, except a pen, as all materials will be provided.

If you want any more information about the course please do not hesitate to contact The Lead Project @ Crun on 028 7034 4934 or email amanda@crun.org.

We really hope you get a lot from participating in this course, funded by the Northern Drugs & Alcohol Coordination Team.
Amanda
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	OCN Level 2: Community Drugs Awareness



The aim of the Level 2 course

· To enable participants become more aware of community issues related to substance misuse; and develop participants’ knowledge & skills, explore their attitudes and enable them to become more effective in supporting their communities in addressing substance misuse issues.

Objectives

By the end of the course participants will be able to:
· classify the main drugs of misuse according to the Misuse of Drugs Act
· understand what is meant by the drugs schedule and the implications of this

· define, name and assign key drugs to the four categories

· consider how drugs work in the brain including the action of key neurotransmitters

· understand the chemical basis for dependence, tolerance and withdrawal

· consider their own attitudes around drug use, users, dealers and their own use

· become more aware of how their own attitudes, values and opinions impact on how they work with others in the community

· state the main stages of drug use and relate these to where they sit within the prevention continuum

· suggest appropriate methods of intervention at each stage – primary, secondary and tertiary prevention

· relate this to their own work within the community and their personal lives also

· understand related models such as the epidemiological triangle and Risk and Protective Factors (Hawkins etc al)

· construct community assessment tools and consider the implications for using different methodologies

· assess risk, in relation to individual, familial, community and societal harm and drug use
· state the main signs and symptoms of drug use and related first aid practices

· consider the strategic context of the drugs scene in NI and the government response at statutory and voluntary/community levels
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Enrolment Form


Organisation:










Title:
 

Mr
Mrs
Miss
Ms
(please circle)
Name:











Home Address:


















 Postcode:

















Date of Birth:





 Email:






Tel No.:

Home:











Mobile:











Work:








Course Venue/Location:

Positive Steps Learning Centre, Cookstown
Do you have any special needs that you want us to be aware of?

Are you employed/unemployed?
Where did you learn about this course?
	Please return this form to: 
Amanda McAuley, Project Assistant - The Lead Project
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